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SERIES OF LETTERS, &c. 


LETTER L. 


My dear F riends and Brethren, | Kais June 18. 1799. 


N my late arrival in Scotland, I was preſented 

with three official papers, the product of the 
General Aſſembly held in May laſt. The firſt 
paper, ſtyled The declaratory Act, little ſurpriſed me. 
I perceived a conſiderable degree of jealouſy had 


been excited by the labours of ſome very worthy 


and reſpectable characters from England, notwith- 


ſtanding they diſcovered a decided partiality for the 


eſtabliſhed church *; and I ſhould ſuppoſe, that the 


free and affectionate ſpirit manifeſted by many va- 
luable miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, in the weſt, 


who gave me the free uſe of their pulpits, notwith- 


ſtanding I was the ſervant of all who choſe to 


accept my labours, might have increaſed their 


unreaſonable ſuſpicions ; while the more frequent 


viſits of other miniſters from the South, acting in 


friendſhip with the Society for Propagating the 
Goſpel at Home, confirmed them in their refolution 


to demoliſh at once the bridge of communication 


between their church and every other Proteſtant 
communion upon earth; and in a day above all 
others, in which it was the molt unſeemly and un- 
wile ! 


* Meſirs Grove, Simeon, and others. 


B 


1 


In theſe ſteps, however, the church might be at 
liberty to act for herſelf; the buſineſs was all 


' her own. But her other papers, I muſt confeſs, 


have, beyond what I can expreſs, filled me with ſur- 
priſe. ” In theſe alſo I find my own perſonal cha- 
racter plainly implicated in the general ſuppoſed 
guilt. It cannot, therefore, be deemed impertinence, 
at the ſame time to vindicate my character, together 
with that of yours, from the unexampled accuſa- 
tions produced againſt us, that the public may know 


how far we.deſerve to ſuffer. a war of perſecution, 
which they folemnly declare, if in their power, im- 


mediately to commence. Conſcious, however, of our 


Integrity, and of the ſimplicity of our deſigns, we 


are happy ſo fair an opportunity is now before us, 
to vindicate ourſelves from the tongue and pen of 
flander ; while we equally lament the cauſe given, 
in the groundleſs aſperſions, and unjuſt invectives, 


contained in the paſtoral admonition of the church 


of Scotland. Had ſuch a paper made its appearance 
in the illiberal days of avowed perſecution, or in the 
cruel times, when the liberty of the preſs was in the 


poſſeſſion of a party, we had read it with leſs ſurpriſe; 


or were we in the leaſt conſcious of guilt, or rather, 
if we had it not in our power, fully to ſubſlantiate 
our innocence, as alſo to charge our accuſers either 
with the greateſt ignorance, or wilful and deliberate 
injuſtice, our language might be leis bold and con- 
dent before the public. 

We happily live in a day, in which men are al. 
lowed to think for themſelves; and among theſe 
the queſtion 1s very generally aſked, By what autho- 


rity could that, or any other body of people, what- 


ever high powers they may claim, preſume virtually 
to criminate any religious Society, however mean or 
contemptible in their eſteem, and cruelly to charge 
them with the high and odious crimes of ſedition 
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C9 1 
and treaſon, without the ſhadow of proof to ſubſtan- 
tiate that charge ? 

By what authority, it may farther be aſked, had 
they a right to command and direct all their clergy 
throughout Scotland, who are under the iron hand 
of their juriſdiction, to be the vehicles of their wan- 
ton and cruel invectives, by reading, and notoriouſly 
againſt the judgments and conſciences of many of 
them, even in the houſe of God itſelf, and in the 
hours of ſacred worſhip, a paper, replete with char- 
ges the moſt virulent and unjuſt. Toy os 
_ "Satisfied, therefore, of our right to claim the pro- 
tection of the civil power from the dangerous cen- 
ſures of our eccleliaftical accuſers, we could not 
be blamed were we to ſeek redreſs for our inſulted 
characters, dedicated to the ſervice of the goſpel, 
from the laws of the land. But we wiſh no ſuch me- 
thods of revenge, though, were we now filent, we 


ſhould criminate ourſelves. Our cauſe 1s the cauſe of 
God and truth; and while we can make it appear, 


that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, and not with fleſh- 
ly wiſdom, we have had our converſation in the world, 
and while we are ſatisfied that it is FALSELY all man- 
ner of evil is ſboken againſt us for Chriſt's ſake, we 
wil rejoice and be exceeding glad. In my next let- 
ter, I ſhall begin ſome free remarks on the paitoral 


admonition. 


I remain yours ſincerely and affectionately, 


Rowr. and Hin... 


<a». 
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LETT EA. 


My dear Brethren, Dundee, June 22. 1799. 


E know but of three ways whereby injured 
innocence in the character of an humble ca- 
techiſt under our Probe clio, could have been at- 
tacked. 8 
Iſt, As it reſpected erroneous doctrine. On this 
ſubject the General Aſſembly were wiſely filent. 
2d, By a charge of immorality, In this looſe age 
of the world a charge of ſuch a nature would have 
had as little ſucceſs as that of hereſy. But bleſſed 
be God, herein our brethren have been ſo protected 
that ſcarce a diſtant hiſs againſt them, has as yet been 
heard. It muſt therefore be the charge of ſedition, trea- 
ſon, and defigned rebellion. They are to be regiſtered 
among the vileſt of miſcreants, who adopt the baſeſt 


principles, and ſupport the worſt of men, pretended 


friends of revelation, yet the aſſociates of avowed in- 
fidels, traztors of the loweſt order, blood-ſuckers, level- 
lers, regicides, And this accuſation has been moſt 
artfully introduced. The Paſtoral Admonition 
8 itſelf before the public with a very juſt and 
proper declaration againſt the infidelity and infa- 


mous policy of the French nation. The indignation 


of the people being thus heightened, objects of e- 
qual indignation are to be pointed at as exiſting at 


home, together with a long declamation againſt thoſe 


va gabond itinerants and ſelf. authoriſed teachers. You 
are decidedly told by the Aſſembly, that © much rea- 


« ſon there is to ſuſpect, that thoſe who openly pro- 


« feſs their enmity to their eccleſiaſtical eftabliſh- 


% ment, are no friends to the civil conftitution, and 


that the name of liberty is abuſed by them, as it 
„has been by others, into a cover for ſecret demo- 
* cracy and anarchy.” Idle and abſurd in the ex- 
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treme as the charge muſt ſound, that all who are e- 
nemies to their eſtabliſhment, are enemies to the ci- 
vil conſtitution, criminating at one daſh thereby, 
near half the ſerious people of Scotland, and all the 
people of England,---yet the deſign was deep and 
darn; hes oe 

Had they a ſhade of evidence to ſubſtantiate the 
charge ? could they gain it from any of the printed 
papers or documents of the Society? Theſe are at 
all times on public ſale, and their books are free for 
general inſpection, and none who are friendly to the 
conſtitution, and of religious characters, are ever re- 
jected when they apply for admiſſion. Thus we lay 
ourſelves open, by a ſmall ſubſcription, to be recon- 
noitred by every ſpy who chuſes to be acquainted 
with our rebellious pranks. And yet, we are not only 
told, that © in theſe ſchools the religious inſtruction 
„of youth is committed to ignorant perſons, alto- 
« gether unfit for ſuch af important charge,” (and 


of the abilities of theſe men, by the bye, the Afﬀem- 


bly are juſt as ignorant, whether they be fools, or 
twenty times wiſer than thoſe commiſſioned by them- 
ſelves, as they are of the rules of juſtice and integri- 
ty, in theſe infamous accuſations they have brought 
forward,) * who preſume not only to catechiſe, but 


*alfo to expound the ſcriptures,” (is it not alſo the du- 


ty of every maſter of a family to expound or talk over 
the contents of his Bible to his children and ſervants, 
according to his ability, without aſking permiſſion 
from his ſpiritual guides?) © but to perſons NoToR1- 
* OUSLY diſaffected to the civil conſtitution of the country, 
* and connecting theſe ſchools with certain ſecret 
„ meetings, in which, as we are informed,” (reader, 
note this famous evidence!) © every perſon is bound 
not to ſpread abroad any thing that is ſaid or done 
« in the meeting, to the prejudice of any of the mem- 


* bers; into which no perſon is admitted without the 


* conſent of the whole of the members; and who keep 
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a correſpondence with other Societies in the neigh- 
* bourhood.” And as a ſuppoſed confirmation of 
this, it ſeems a printed paper was produced and read 
by a leading member of their Aſſembly *, enjoining 
this criminal ſecrecy among themſelves. Now this 
paper we can, with the greateſt confidence, entire- 
ly difown ; neither fabricated nor ſanctioned: by us, 
we to this moment know nothing of its exiſtence, 
We will not ſay it was a forgery of the man who 
read it, but we CHALLENGE him to produce it, and 
we have a right, in vindication of our characters, 


' TO DEMAND Ir, Our conjecture is, that ſome 


of the fellowſhip-meetings for religious converſation 
and prayer, once as common through Scotland in 
better days, as now uncommon, may have ordered to 


be printed ſuch an injunction of ſecrecy among 
themſelves T. And this is charitably inputed to us 


as a fabrication of ours, and as charitably it is con- 
cluded, that if ſecrecy be enjoined, ſedition and trea- 
fon muſt of courſe be the ſubje of the converſation, 
Allowing therefore the full force of the evidence 
produced againſt us, to what does it amount? Shall 


all doors be thrown open, when perſons meet to in- 


veſtigate private characters, before they account 


them as proper perſons to be admitted to the com 


munion ? Or ſhall the ſame charge be urged againſt 
the meetings of Preſhyteries or Synods when, con- 
trary to law, they ſhut the doors, and chuſe to con- 
verſe in private? Shall different friendly ſocieties, 
and other various inſtitutions, be thus maligned, be- 


* The member here mentioned was Dr Hill of St Andrew's. 
+ We have been ſince poſitively informed, the fact was ſtated 


in the committee juſt as repreſented above, that the papers alluded 


to contained nothing of the concerns of this Society. If this can be 
denied, let it be denied, and we will prove the fact; and if this be 


proved, what language can be ſufficiently ſtrong to exaggerate 


their horrid crime z—an evidence was admitted and publiſhed a- 
gainſt us at the very moment it was known to be notorioully falſe ! ! : 
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cauſe they ſuffer not- every impertinent intruder to 


interrupt their debates, or retail their concerns from 


door to door 2 But as the General Aſſembly have 
made the diſcdvery, that every perſon is an enemy 
to the conſtitution who is not an admirer of their ec- 
cleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, they can as eaſily prove, 
that all perſons who chuſe to converſe in ſecret, are 
talking treaſon and hatching rebellion. Such is their 
logic, and this their only proof! and if ſuch argu. 

ments will not open the peoples eyes in our favour, 
we ſhall be much ſurpriſed. 

But our cautious opponents bring forward the ac- 
cuſation only as they were informed, thereby provid- 
ing themſelves, as they might ſuppoſe, a ſafe retreat, 
by craftily obſerving, if neceſſury, that therr inform- 
er was to blame. Can theſe gentlemen think they 
have a right to charge the worſt of crimes upon a 
large body of innocent people, and give this charge 
the greateſt publicity in their power, upon @ mere 
report, and then, ſuppoſe in caſe of miſinformation, 
to lay all the blame upon the reporter ?---Did ever 
the world behold before a conduct ſo illiberal, ſo 
ungenerous, and ſo unjuſt! 

We cannot diſmiſs this part of our defence, with- 
out ſome ſtrictures on their mean pretenſions to can- 
dour and liberality,  * We with, ſay they, to judge 
«+ charitably of all men; we are willing to hope, that 
among theſe miſſionaries there are ſeveral worthy 
« well-meaning people, who have been led aſtray by 
men more artful and deſigning than themſelves.” From 
this quotation we diſcover well meaning men- may 
poſitively be artful and deſigning, otherwiſe how 
could others be comparatively more artful and de- 
ſigning than themſelves. We will leave this critt- 
ciſm with the wife men who fabricated this famous 
production, though I believe ſome of our atogether 
ignorant and unlearned catechiſts could have told 
them, that no ſuch comparifon could ever have been 
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formed ; that it was prepoſterous and unjuſt, being a 


contradiQion ; in terms. But to come to the point. 


We are informed of the Aſſembly's knowledge of 


hows artful and deſigning men. We CHALLENGE them 


to come forward, and we will thank them heartily if 
they will point out the delinquents. They muſt 
know them, otherwiſe they could not have preſum- 
ed to have ſaid ſo much. Minds enlarged like theirs, 


ſcorn the tricks of a ſecret aſſaſſin. If in this they 


unbappily fail, it will reſt with us to charge on them 


a retorted accuſation equally ſevere,---the fabrication 


of an artful and deſigning untruth! 

We know, that the ſtate receives daily benefit 
by the goſpel we attempt to diſſeminate, as we 
have the fulleſt evidence, that ſuch as were enemies 
to the Bible, and enemies to the Government, are 
now the friends of both, and that from the beſt and 


firmeſt principles *, and even ſuch as are ſuſpected 


* T happily witneſſed a pleaſing circumſtance of this fort a few 
weeks before I left London. Two brothers in a large line of bu- 
ſiveſs, were both of them members in ſome of the correſponding ſo- 
cieties. They were called by kind providence to attend at Surry 
Chapel, the place of worſhip under my care in that city, Mere cu- 
rioſity, or a much worſe principle of ridicule and contempt, brought 


them at firſt to hear, It pleaſed God to impreſs the word home up- . 


on their hearts, and from mere monſters they became men and Chri- 


ſtians indeed. The joy introduced into their families was inexpreſ- 


fible, and the credit brought to religion very confiderable. When 
they came to me to be admitted to the Lord's Table, they freely 
told me, though with much compunction, what they originally 
were. From them I was informed, that it is the firſt buſineſs with 


| theſe horrid hord of rebels, to ſeduce all their aſſociates into the 
principles of infidelity, through the medium of Paine's Age of Rea- 


fon. This being accompliſhed, their language becomes the moſt 


ſanguinary, and their projects the moſt daring and dangerous. Up- 


on their converſion to God, all their former connections were im- 
mediately renounced, and a ſtrict adherence to public and private 
worſhip was ſeriouſly attended to, and a large number of their ap- 
prentices, led on by them in the ſame way, were wonderfully re- 
covered from the like ſnare. And yet the General Aſſembly can 
preſume to tell the world, that ſuch as promote the reading of the 


Bible are in league with infidels, and that teaching people the or- 
derly conduet of the word of God will create rebels by thouſands ! 


: / 


r 


1 4 or 8 | 4 ISO 7 by . 
77.7... Eo rae ee 


8 re wt OL EIN 8 - 5 2 
v7 LY OE EIN IEEIIDESs D 
N 


A n 
5 2. E 
. X 3 Ea N 


8 > 


1 * 
. 
dl, 2 e 
. n 1 


* . 


1 
* 2 g 1 9 
. HS ISTH Rp er ng) 


-_ 


1 e 


ol diſloyalty to our conſtitution, we can prove have 

been refuſed connection with us. This is the ground 
we know we can well maintain, and highly charge 
the General Aſſembly of the groſſeſt inſult on our 


f 1 characters; and before all the public, in the ſtrongeſt 


language, DEMAND of them to come forward, and 
prove the ſuppoſed fact. | 
We have another ſtricture to make on ths ſubject. 
Our catechiſts are © ignorant perſons, altogether unfit 
( for ſuch an important charge, or perſons notorioufly 
diſaffected to the civil conſtitution of the country.” 
What a deſcription is this! men little better than 
' fools or deſigning knaves, compoſe the whole of ſuch 
as are engaged among us: theſe © worthy and well- 
meaning people,” it ſeems, who are altogether un- 
and ignorant, are in the hands of theſe deſigning 
 knaves, and the paſtoral admonition tells us that thele 
are led aſtray, By this dark and ambiguous mode 
| of expreſſion, can any one deviſe whether theſe ori- 
- ginally well-meaning men are only humble cate- 
/ chifts to this rebellious clan, or completely inaugurat- 
c .d into the whole of the buſineſs? When we con- 


> ſider, however, that theſe fools and knaves are all as 
one in theſe certain ſecret meetings, in which every 


" perſon 1 is bound not to ſpread abroad any thing 


7 « that is ſaid or done in the meeting to the preju- 


dice of any of the members; into which no per- 
« ſon is admitted, without the conſent of the whole 
of the members; and who keep a correſpondence 
- * with other ſocieties in the neighbourhood :” little 
doubt can be left, but theſe fools are now as com- 


; pletely wicked as the knaves ; for if led into the ſe- 


cret, why revolt not from the banditti, and divulge 
their dark deſign ? Is it poſſible that this can be e- 
qualled but by their logic, as exemplified above ? 
'There 1s a dignity in injured innocence, and ſhe has: 
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a right to treat this low cunning as beneath con- 


tempt ! 


Does not common ſenſe Jeclare, that combined 
traitors are all as one? And if we be indeed the mon- 
ſters thus depicted by the General Aſſembly, let juſ- 
tice find us out, and at once award us all to that 
place of baniſhment we ſo richly deſerve. Such 
peſts of ſociety, ſuch vipers in human ſhape, ſhould 
at once ſuffer the full demerit of their a deſigns. 

In a few days I mean to reſume my pen, and pre- 
ſent you with further remarks on this curious pro- 
duction. Wiſhing you much ſuccels in every attempt 
to eminate the truth as it is in Jeſus, 


I remain yours fncerely, 


RoWLAND Hubs, 


LETTER WM. 


My dear Friends and Brethren, Mortrofe, June 25. 1799. 


Rs U my pen for ſome further remarks on this 
paſtoral admonition. 

A great buſtle of words is frequently intruded up- 
on the mind to put a face upon a deſign. Fult for this 
purpoſe we are preſented with a long parading para- 
graph about“ a regular ſtanding miniſtry as a divine 


inſtitution; that our Lord ſeſus acted under a heavens 


„ly commiſſion, and that all his miniſters ſhould at- 
tend to the ſame,” &c. not only inſinuating there- 
by, but poſitively aſſerting, that. we deny the ne- 
ceffity and utility of ſuch a ftanding miniftry ; and 
the proof is, becauſe their method of manufatturing 
for the miniſtry | is leſs admired by us than by them- 


| LS 1 
ſelves ; and becauſe we ſappoſe we have a right to 
ſeek for good mmiſters, where they perchance ſup- 
ply us with bad ones. And mind how they lament 
this mighty evil: « But all this care and folicitude 
| -* concerning the miniſtry of the word, which we and 
 _* our fathers learned from fcripture, is now ridicul- 
ed as unneceſlary :” they ſhould have ſaid, is now la- 
mented as being ill conducted. The firſt phraſe is 
utterly falſe; the amendment would have been juſt 
and true. But further: The men who aſſume the 
„character of miſſionaries declare that every man 
„ has a right to preach the goſpel, and are now tra- 
verſing the whole country without any ſort of autho- 
« rity, (that is, authority from them); without giving 
* any public pledge of the ſoundneſs of their faith, 
*r the correctneſs of their morals, and without the 
/* advantages of regular education and of prepa- 
2 ratory knowledge.” Here we are loft in fuch a 
wilderneſs of accuſations as will render it difficult 
for us, without fome attention, to find our way out; 
however we attempt it. F irſt, we ſay, © that every 
man has a right to preach the goſpel.” That the 
goſpel miniſtry is open to all who have grace, gifts 
and ability for the work, I ſuppoſe will be admitted 
on both fides of the queſtion ; but as all this mighty 
clamour 1s made about theſe ſchools, it may be ne- 
ceſſary to repeat to the public what the General Af. 
fembly might wiſh us to keep to ourſelves. What- 
ever humble catechiſt preſumes to go farther upon 
this work than to inſtruct and to explain, muſt, by the 
rule of the Soctety, firſt be thoroughly examined and 
well known before he be allowed even to explain the 
ſcriptures to his poor neighbours who with to know 
what fort of perſon is authoriſed to inſtruct their chil- 
dren. However, as theſe ſeditious, treaſonable ſecret 
{chools are ſo notoriouſly open, that fad complaint is 
made againſt them on this double account; being both 
ſecret and open, the public are molt heartily requeſted, 


[26 } 


and the magiſtrates i in particular, to fee for them- 
| : ſelves if the catechiſts be not men correct in their mo- 
| rals, ſound in their faith, loyal to the government, and 
quite of ſufficient ability to fulfil the humble ſphere of 
erudition entruſted to them. This will bring the. 
matter to an iſſue, whether the Aſſembly, in ſo libe- 
rally accuſing on this ſcore alſo, have not proved that 
| they know not what they ſay nor whereof they affirm. 
17 When people, however, have a deal of dirt to throw, 
it | it is always expected ſome will ſticx. But the grand 
| core hid under all theſe mighty complaints, is evi- _ 
| dently, leſt the propriery of the preſent monopoly for 
| public teaching ſhould be ſuſpected. Rome wiſely 
3 locked up the Bible in the vatican ; proteſtants may 
| read it, but the explanation of it is to be referred to 
their ſpiritual guides. Now, we aſk the plain queſ- 
tion, whether ſome of their hearers may not be as.” 
clear-headed, and have as much grace in their hearts, 
as many of their miniſters. ' If ſo, as providence calls. 
them, by what part of ſcripture are they forbidden 
to communicate ſuch knowledge to thoſe who chuſe 
to receive it? Nothing can be more evident tan 
that the ſcribes and phariſees, proud as they were, 
had not ſo far monopolized the right of public ſpeak. 
ing, as to prevent others from the like attempts with 
themſelves. Our Lord at all times had free acceſs + 
to their houſes erected for public inſtruction ; nor 
yet was Paul; though then deemed a diflenter from 
their eſtabliſhed church, excluded from their pulpits. 
We are told alſo more immediately under the- 
New Teſtament diſpenſation, that while the diſciples 
were ſcattered abroad, and even the apoſtles were 
ſtationary at Jeruſalem, though much given to © tra- 
« yerle the country” vp and down, leaving the reli- 
gion in which they were bred up, as the Aſſembly e- 
legantly expreſs themſelves; yet theſe went about 
preaching every where that men ſhould repent ; and 
two of theſe Jeruſalem ſtewards, or deacons, were 
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found among theſe vagrant teachers; like Peter and 
John, who were alſo, even in the days of inſpiration, 
diſcovered to be ignorant and unlearned men *. To 
this alſo may be further added, that they kept ſome- 
what like ſecret fellowſhip-meetings in private houſes, 
preſuming to call their little illagal conventicles THE 
CHURCH; preaching in places not © intended for pub- 
« lic worſhip,” And no doubt the ſecret whiſper 
went againſt them for their diſloyalty, as their Maſ- 
ter. himſelf was reported to be no friend to the go- 
vernment, yea, a fellow that perverted the nation, and 
forbade the people to give tribute to Ceſar ; and for 
which cauſe he loſt his life ſo far as man's deſign 
went; if thou let this man go, thou art no friend to 
Ceſar, being the concluding argument, with the 
Jews. | | 

a Now all theſe arguments for this ſort of preach- 
ing undoubtedly muſt be evaded. The narrative 1s 
plain, and directly to the point. All inſtructed who 


had ability; and this might be done without deſtroy- 


ing the ſtanding order of the miniſtry. But this is 
encroaching too far upon the prieſtly policy of the 
times. When argument fails, /upp9/ition and conjecture 
are wonderfully fertile; hence it has been conclud- 


ed, that theſe vagrant itinerants were ſome of the 


ordained ſeventy, or that they might have been or- 


dained by the apoſtles, ſtill refident at Jeruſalem. 
Thus men find out for themſelves witty inventions; 
but the moſt witty and wile is ſtill behind. The peo- 


ple were then all heathen ; but now, ſince Chriſtiani- 
ty has been eabliſbed by law, and we have gſtabliſb- 


ed churches, we are all Chriſtians ; acts of parliament 


* In a former publication, I noticed an expreſſion from Acts 
Iv. 13. as it reſpected two itinerant fiſhermen, Peter and John: 
they were certainly in bad hands; the ſcribes were the authors, 
the learned, the phariſees, the righteous of the day, and they diſ- 
covered, notwithſtanding the divine influence then youchſated, that 
they were dare 365 RY 2p 1.870), 
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| have made us fo. If fabricated into Chriſtianity a 


lone by ſuch a power, we wonder not we find a na- 
tion of government Chriſtians, as far from real Chri- 
ſtianity, us the north is from the ſoutv. 

Is it to be ſuppoſed, therefore, that a mere at of 
parliament can decree, that people ſhall be Chriſti- 
ans, properly ſo called? As well might the legiſla- 
ture attempt to care fevers and conſumptions, as to 
eſtabliſh real Chriſtianity, and to heal the diſeaſes of 
the mind by a law. However, therefore, we ſhould 


be thankful when the law runs in favour of the Chri- 
ſtian diſpenſation, yet Chriſtianity itſelf will want 


fomething further than a, civil power to bring it in- 
to exiſtence. Are we to wonder, therefore, if we dif. 
cover hords of theſe political Chriſtians and their po- 
litical miniſters with them by thouſands, in every 


country, not a whit better, even in common morali- 


ty, than heathens themſelves *? 

To ſpeak the plain truth, therefore, we ſtrongly 
object to the preſent method of educating for the 
miniſtry, and are grieved at the perverſion from the 
original deſign. Being frequently drawn from a very 
humble ſituation by the lure of gain, they are ſent 
to be made up for an office, while a mere clerical 
education is the ſubſtitute attempted for real reli- 
gion, Theſe men, ill at eaſe in a ſpiritual office, 


with their carnal hearts ſubmit to the drudgery of 


religion, while their fouls abhor the hated taſks. 
Now, under the preſſure of theſe evils, abounding 


more or leſs in all eſtabliſhments, notwithſtanding 


the excellent characters which may be found among 
them, are others to be debarred the liberty of pro- 


* No Sn is debe meant painſt eſtabliſhments. In a 
former publication I have been their apologiſt. Though to make 
the Chriſtian, reſts with God; yet to defend the Chriſtian religion, 
is the province of the Chriſtian magiſtrate. Why cannot eſtabliſh- 
ments be ſupported by the ſtate, without being blended with the 


Rate, and at the fame time tHleration granted to all? 
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viding better things among themſelves? Suppoſing 
this maligned Society ſhould eſteem it their duty to 
reconnoitre the abilities and characters of ſome of 


theſe altagether ignorant catechiſte, and find in them 
a natural ability or aptitude to teach, where would 


be the want of wiſdom, or what proof could be de- 
duced that they were friends to barbariſm, or ene- 
mies to a ſtanding miniſtry, if ſuch ſhould receive a 
proper education Tor that very office, though not in 
thoſe ſeminaries which are now decreed to be the 
only places which are to ſtamp the juſt character of 
learning in a Scottiſh divine? Allowing, therefore,” 
the church of Scotland, as in the voice of her pre- 
ſent General Aſſembly, the entire poſſeſſion of all her 
own encomiums fo plentifully beſtowed on herſelf, 
we ſhall leave the falſehood of this charge alſo to 
cantradict itſelf, Fibs are ſhort lived things; we ſhall 
therefore give them full liberty to charge us with 
folly and ignorance as long as they pleaſe : but the 
charge of treaſon. we highly and pointedly refit. 
They have, therefore, to remember, that from a 
variety of quarters they are called to make good 
their charge, and their charcters are RUINED: if they 
ſhrink from the challenge; and we ſet them no hard 
taſk. Things which are Noroklovs are difcovera- 
ble of courſe ; for theſe rebels are NotoR1QUsSLY diſ- 
affected. If, therefore, they are not brought forward, 
the General Aſſembly will be ſuſpected of being No- 
ToRIOUSLY diſaffected themſelves, in ſecreting the/# 
monſters ; or that they can utter or forge the moſt 
notorious falſehood, without the leaſt ſhame. or le- 
morſe. 

For a few days I ſhall be prevented from conti- 
nuing the fubject, as my different engagements will 
occupy the whole of my time. 


J remain: yours affectionately, 


RowLany HILI. 
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LETTER IV. 


My dear Friends, Aberdeen, June 29. 1799. 


AVING reconſidered the ſubject of my laſt 
letter, it ſtruck me with ſome force, what a- 

vails that miniſters ſhould teach ethers, if theſe af- 
terwards may not communicate their knowledge in 


return. From the cobler to the philoſopher, is not 


this admitted? yet in the buſineſs of religion it is ſup- 


poled to be the higheſt infringement upon the ſa- 


cred office. The objection is, if this liberty be 
granted, every ignorant pretender will preſume to 
be a preacher, and error and enthuſiaſm will univer- 
ſally abound. Look then at thoſe who are regular- 
ly bred to the trade, and aſk if we are beiter furniſh- 
ed through this monopoly. If monopolies be injurious in 
other branches, why leſs fo in this? Now I have real- 
ly found ſo much good ſenſe among officers of the ar- 
my and navy, trandeſmen, manufacturers, and others, 
who have made the word of God the ſubject. matter 
of their ſerious ſtudy and meditation, that I have de- 
lighted to hear them, according to their natural abi- 
lity, diſcourſe from the word of God, while the dry 
artificial manufacturer of a text frequently has left 
me hungry and unfed; and I ſeriouſly believe we 
do a great injury to the church of Chrift, by admit- 
ing any into the boaſted ſtanding miniſtry, till, by 
more private exertions, they prove their natural abili- 
ty to the work. No one ſhould be deemed fit to 
preach before many in a town, till he has firſt preach- 
ed to a few in a village. Thus brought forward by 


degrees, he becomes an able miniſter of the word of 


life. Is not the work of the miniſter that of a pub- 
lic ſpeaker? How then does common ſenſe direct us 
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to act, that we may acquire the end deſigned? Or is 
every public ſpeaker in religion to be deemed a mad- 
man, an enthuſiaſt, an invader of the ſacred office, 


becauſe he follows the ſame ſteps with others? Let 
people confider theſe ſimple thoughts, and then re- 


vert to the paſtoral admonition, and ſee if they have 


not been throwing mere duft in the air in all their 
pampous declamations about themſelves and their 
church. 

Some ſtrictures on their ideas of the church, and 
their coercive methods of government, next demand 
a portion of our attention. One would ſuppoſe, ac- 
cording to them, the church exiſted not but under 
their eſtabliſnment. Another church claims the ſame 
excluſive character, ---the church of Rome. Scot- 
land has now followed her holy example ; ſhe now 
owns and communicates with no church on earth. 
In her retired corner, ſhe fits as a queen ; ſhe alſo 


chuſes to keep no faith with heretics, and fo dreſſes 


them, as to make them paſs for devil. * in the public 
eye. We ſtill grant the ſhall paſs for tbe church, ad- 
mitting at the ſame time, the meaning the New Tel- 
tament gives of that word, when mere mobs of Jews 
and Gentiles were alſo called the church Þ ; ſo that all 
the unhappy mobbiſb appearances, which are at 
times exhibited in different church courts, wherever 
they meet, is ſtill uE cnuRcH. But ſhe ſhould re- 
member alſo, that the church, in a richer ſenſe of 
the word, is a company of holy people, collected in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, though in an upper 
room, or in a private houſe, or even in the open fields; 
and the church ſtill, though not eſtabliſhed by law. 
Now, how far the church eſtabliſhed by law has 
a right to perſecute the poor church which has not 
been indulged with civil power, muſt be left with 


* A reference is here meant to the tricks of Papiſts, who paint- 
ed the reſemblance of devils on the martyrs, when taken tothe ſtake. 
+ Acts xix. 32. in the original. 
D 
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her to decide, both as it reſpects her dete: cmination 
concerning hereſies, and how far theſe heretics ſhould 
be corrected x. If the church of the General Aſſem- 
bly will but firſt clear their brains by reading Lock 
on the Human Underſſanding, and afterwards the 
ſame invaluable author on Toleration, perhaps they 
will be led into a little more moderation than as yet 
they enjoy. People who are red-hot with a perſe- 
cuting ſpirit, are apt to loſe their reaſon, and then they 
will be fanatics and enthufiaſts of courſe. Beſides a 
little good reading of this fort under preſent circum- 
ſtances, might be of conſiderable advantage, as moral 
philoſophy has a wonderful tendency to calm the 
mird; and ſtrong fears, whether real or imaginary, 
are known to be very prejudicial to the conſtitution. 
And ſtrong indeed their fears muſt be, if they ap- 


prehend general ruin both of church and ſtate to be 


ſo near at hand. Whether theſe fears, therefore, 
be the hobgoblins of the imagination, or the juſtly- 
dreaded evils of the day, ought to be conſidered. 


Surely ſhe cannot ſuppoſe that a ſet of altogether i- 


nor aut vagrant teachers, either among themſelves, or 
from England, concerning whom it has been politely 
hinted, * it is not known whence they be T. will ever 


* The Church of Scotland ſhould never forget what ſhe in her 
chaſter days ſuffered from papiſts and prelates, before ſhe was eſta- 
bliſhed by law! 

+ Vi/hom we hnow not whence they be, ſeemed to me to be ſich 
an ill-ſet phraſe in the Paſtoral Admonition, that I was for a while 
at a loſs what the Aflembly meant, or how they came by it; when 
lo ! the diſcovery was made, that it was a quot:tion from the ſpeech 
of Nabal, (1 Sam. xxv. 10, II.) that wretched churl, that fon of 
Belial, whoſe name was fall ; and this was found to be the fitteſt 
language for the Scottilh Sanhedtim. Nor could any, quotation 
throughout the Bible, taking the connection at large, better have 
ſuited for the preſent purpoſe. Is not the cry revived, Whois David? 
who is the ſon of jeſſe? There be many fervants now-a-days that 
break from their maiters, (who go wp and down, and leave the re- 
ligion in which they were bred up!) “ Shall I then take my 
| 4 bread and my water, and my fleſh that I have killed for my 
* ſhearers,” (ſhall we allow any of thele Eyglich vagrants to have 


any of our Scottich wing whom we know not whence they 
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be able to overſet a body of clergy ſo correctly tu- 
tored, and ſo generally admired, and a church alſo 
ſo firmly eſtabliſhed by law ; and eſpecially as all the 
adherents of theſe ignorant vagrants are now com- 
pletely cut off from making any of their ſly inroads 
into the church, by a late holy bull, ſtyled The De- 
claratory Act; though there may be ſome danger 
leſt the peoples curiofity ſhould be the more excited 
to run out of doors, that they may hear what theſe 


terrible deſigning vagrants can have to ſay, ſo as to me- 
rit ſuch an inſtance of the marked diſapprobation of 
this moſt cautious and loyal Aſſembly. And again, 


reſpecting the little army we are about to rails, to 
overthrow the king and conſtitution, it ſhould be con- 


© be?” As for the other quotations from ſcripture, they appear ſo 
much like jewels of gold in a ſwine's ſnout,” it would be much 
more to the credit of the church of Scotland, not to pretend to 
dabble with ſcripture, when they again preſume, through the 
medium of their paſtoral admonitions, to ſlander their neighbours. 

The language adopted by the General Aﬀembly bears allo a ftrik- 
ing reſemblance to the ſpeech of the phariſees reſpecting Chriſt + 
We know that God ſpake by Moſes, but as for this fellow, we 
© know not whence he is.“ On another occaſion they triumphant- 
ly aſked, © Have any of the rulers or phariſees believed on him?“ 
And then immediately follows tbeir inſulting deſcription of all o- 
thers: * But this people who know not. the law, are curſed,” 
One of theſe, however, whom they held to be ignorant and accurſ- 
ed, a ſimple illiterate man, who had been born blind, knew whence 
Jeſus was. He proved in the moſt irreſiſtible and concluſive man- 
ner by the miracle which Jeſus had performed, that“ this man was 
* of God.” He confounded the Jewiſh doors, for they could fiud 
no argument againſt him, except abuſive language and excommu- 
nication. Thou waft altogether born in fins, and doſt thou teach. 
aus“ and they caſt him out.” 4 | 

Is there not a wonderful fimilatity between the way in which 
the poor blind man was treated by the haughty phariſees, who boaſt- 
ed of their learning and ſanctity; and the conduct of the General 
Aſſembly towards itinerant preachers and catechiſts? The former 
have paſſed ſentence upon the latter, as ignorant and accurſed men. 
But have they proved the juſtice of their ſummery decifion? Is it not, 
on the contrary, very ealy to perceive, that their declamations tend 
to diſplay their own groſs ignorance and perverſion of divine truth 2 
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| fidered, that the children in theſe /chools ſedition are 


on the average only from fix to twelve years of age, 
conſequently they will not be able to take the field, 
at leaſt theſe ten years, and half of theſe being girls, 
unleſs we raiſe an army of Amazons, with a virago 


Joan at the head of them, we ſhall be ſadly ſhort 


of ſoldiers to accompliſh the deſign. I had not at- 


tempted to confute theſe firange ſuggeſtions by the 


language of irony, if it were poſlible a ferious argu- 
ment could have been produced againſt ſuppofitions 
fo prepoſterous and abſurd. 

I with not to trouble you or the public with ano- 
ther letter on this famous admonitory epiſtle. I 
therefore briefly notice, her cuckoo-note obſervation, 
ſive times repeated, that ſhe is the e/tabliſhed church. 
The Pagan, the Mahometan, and the Papiſt, can juſt 
aſſume the ſame boaſt : and this paſtoral letter tells 
her dearly beloved fimpletons, that they were bap- 
tized in the ſame religion, and that it is where their 
forefathers went before them, directing them, like 
the phariſees of old, to worſhip God according to the 
tradition of their fathers; and this is their reaſon why 


they ſhould continue with her. Can this be called 


reaſon ? are theſe the arguments deduced by prote- 
ſtant divines in the preſent day? or will all this ſa- 
tisfy any minds which are capable of reflection? Can, 
any thing further be concluded by it, than that the 
Church of Scotland has ſchiſmatically revolted from 
Rome, and that to Rome ſhe ought to return? 

But againſt whom 1s this urged? why, againſt a 
Society, avowedly eſt: bliſhed upon the moſt liberal 
principles; who enjoin all connected with her to 
caſt no reflections upon any party whatever, while 
they are open to all parties, and are happy at 
all times to ſhew every mark of reſpect to ſuch 
miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church, whoſe lives and 


_ doctrines are conſiſtent with their profeſhon ; and 


yet, this very Society, eſtabliſhed' on the moſt 
peaceable principles, is to meet with the moſt out- 
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rageous abuſe, while all pofitive and avowed ſecei. 
fions, which have hitherto left the church, not only 
lifted up, what they call a folemn teſtimony againſt 
her, but pointedly levelled their artillery of pub- 
lic invectives as her direct opponents. This, ac- 
cording to their conſciences, in a land of li- 
berty, they had certainly a right to do. Is the 
church better now, than then? are not the liberties 
of her members abridged by her courts from year 
to year? Might not others then act like thoſe who 
have gone before them, without being followed by 
the moſt vehement and unjuſtifiable accuſations? 
I take my leave of this clumſy ill- written produc- 
tion, by noticing yet a farther inconſiſtency. | 
The tautological doctor, whoever he might be, 
who was the original fabricator of this production, 
having ſo plentifully referred us to the churc.*, which 
is firſt placed as our unerring guide, at length con- 
deſcends once to mention the Bible, and adviſes to con- 
ſult the ſcriptures as the ſupreme rule ; then the poor 
church becomes a ſubordinate rule in courſe, and 
if one ſhould perchance contradict the other, what 
is to become of the church} or how is a man to 
be guided between theſe two contradictory guides? 
Like all other vindicators of their own eſtabliſh- 
ments, it is taken for granted that the church and 
the Bible are in uniſon X. It would not have done, 
therefore, to have obſerved, that the church was an- 
ly to be attended to, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the 
word of God. This was the old proteſiant hereſy, 
that knocked up in this country the fineſt eſtablith- 
ed church that ever exiſted; and if people were to 


Mr Daubeny of England has lately favoured the world with 
his guide to the Engliſh church; he has the Bible allo to prove, 
that h church is the only true one, and all but Epiſcopalians, in 
his efleem, are under a damnable hereſy. Now, who is to ſettle 
the matter between the Prefbyterians and Mr Daubeny ? which 
has the greateſt claira to the Bible as his guide ? 
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be left too much at liberty to examine the Bible for 
themſelves, and all religions by that Bible, it might 
lead them to diſcover that the Church of Scotland 
herſelf, once ſound and good, and the glory of the 
land, is now ſadly worm-eaten and rotten, 

As the hour of preaching is at hand, I muſt refer 
my further remarks till a future opportunity. 


I remain very alle@tionately yours, 


Rows io HII. 


ET T N 


My dear Friends, 8 Aberdeen, July 1. 1799. 


E have now to conſider the third paper, the 
product of this famous Aſſembly, by which 
it will appear, that they deſign, if in their power, to 
commence an immediate perſecution. 

A committee was actually appointed to rake up 
every obſolete law recorded in the annals of perſe- 
cution, entirely with a deſign to attempt, even 
in the preſent day, to inflict pains and penal- 
ties on all who preſume upon any methods of. edu- 
cation, unleſs ſanctioned by their eſtabliſhed church. 
And this committee actually produced its report, 
even from the wretched days of Charles II. They 
bring forward an act for the coercive eſtabliſh- 
ment of Epiſcopacy ; and preſume to tell you, they 
have a right to perſecute, unleſs you permit them 
to educate your children for you in the eſtabliſhed 
* terianiſm of the land: and yet conclude by 
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blindly quoting for us, the very law which defends us 
from the rage of their hard deſigns ; a law that only 
and very juſtly demands, before protection be grant- 
ed, an oath of allegiance to the ſtate. We gain this 
double advantage by this cruel attempt. Firſt, All 
our catechiſts are directed to take the juſtly required 
teſt, that they may confirm their loyalty upon oath*, 
Secondly, We now reſt ſecure, being mercifully 
| ae from the vengeance and cruelty of their 

igh-prieſtly deſigns, by the mild and happy laws 
| of our excellent conſtitution. 


Whatever power the General Aſſembly may have 


aſſumed, or has a right to aſſume, within their own 
juriſdiction, i is no queſtion with us: But even with- 


out their church they mean to procure for them- 
ſelves an excluſive and coercive power over the e- 
ducation of youth. Could Rome herſelf, even in 
the moſt wanton days of her tyrannic claims over the 
conſciences of mankind, have preſumed to graſp a 
larger ſtretch of power >. Seceſſions of every deno- 
mination, according to them, are to forfeit their right 
to educate their own children, where, and how they 
pleaſe, when they chuſe to demandit from them. Qua- 
kers, Papiſts, and every other ſectary, are no longer 
to be dealt with by argument, but by force ; the in- 


* I requeſt all my readers to prove their gratitude to God for 
the merciful protection of the civil power, from the firſt uſurpa- 
tions of the church of Rome, to theſe laſt efforts of the church of 
Scotland, both attempting the ſame power, and exactly uſing the 
ſame arguments. Who would wiſh to be governed by a political 
prieſt- bood, in preference to the chartered government of the na- 
tion, and under the protection of a King, who promiſed, when he 
firſt aſcen. led the Britiſh throne, and has ever abided by that pro- 
miſe, to maintain toleratian inviolate? And for the eaſe of peoples 
minds, I quote the act of parliament of 10. Ann, ch. 7. as it i- 
mediately reſpects toleration in Scotland. It ſhall be free for 
all the ſubjects in Scotland, to meet for divine ſervice without 

any diſturbance, and to ſettle their congregations in what places 
1 * they ihall * lit, except pariſh churches.” 
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ſtructors of their children are to be tolerated no 
more; the laws of parental authority are to be vio- 
lated in the extreme, and the rights of conſcience 
ſhall again be dragged to the altar of perſecution, to 
bleed afreſh, by the wnanimous voice of the General 
Afembly of the Church of Scotland, in the mild and 
mercitul days of George the Third. 

Brethren and fellow ſubjects, happy as yet in the 
peaceful enjoyment of the liberty of our conſcien- 
ces, you have been told by one of their body, at 
the very ſame Aſſembly, that if the preſent Paſto- 
ral Admonition will not ſuffice to prevent, not on- 
Iy itinerant preaching, but the education of chil. 
dren, voluntarily committed to our charge by their 
parents; the Legiſlature itſelf is to be addreſſed, that 
the natural unalienable rights of parents over the e- 
ducation of their children may be taken from them, 
and the teachers themſelves perſecuted by the civil 
iword. | Sq | 
And has that man ſufficient yanity to ſuppoſe, 
that upon his requifition the Britiſh Legiſlature will 
attend a ſingle moment to a deſign fo dangerous 
and cruel; to preſume upon an attack fo formida- 
ble on the conſciences of millions, and to detrimen- 
tal to religion itſelf? Is it not notorious, that publig 
ſeminaries, ſupported by the ſtate, are too frequently 
the moſt neglected, becauſe the moſt ſecure in their 
emoluments? Do we, therefore, any injury to the 


one, if we eſtabliſh the other? Has not England poſ- 


ſeſſed the unlimited privilege, ever ſince the Revolu- 
tion; and do we hear the biſhops and clergy of their 
eſtabliſhed church, clamorous to have the ſame 
power in their hands? or is England to enjoy the li- 
berty, and Scotland alone to be in ſlavery to the pow- 
er of her prieſts? ſhall a large and highly reſpectable 
body of gentlemen and merchants of the firſt con- 
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fequence, collected from every denomination *, pro- 
mote the very ſame deſign in England upon the li- 
beral principles of univerſal toleration; and on the ve- 
ry ſame ſubject, ſhall Scotland be intolerant, and fhall 
Her General Aſſembly, who ſhould be the firſt to 
promote, be the firſt to perſecute ? Shall every ho- 
neſt brick-layer, barber or blackſmith in the South 
of the kingdom, be at liberty to deal with his poor 
neighbours about their ſouls as he thinks fit, and as 
they ſhall chuſe to receive him, provided he gives 
the juſtly-demanded ſecurity to the ſtate ; and in the 
North, ſhall they, who hunt for fouls, find him out, 
ns Perſecute him for his well-deſigned zeal T? Do 


The committee of the Sunday ſchools in London, whoſe office 
it is to patronize the ſame inſtitutions through England and Wales, 
leave the people entirely at liberty to conduct theſe ſchools, ac- 
cording to their own diſcretion, provided the. children are taught 


to read their Bibles, and directed to ſome Proteſtant place of wor- 


ſhip. It is well known, that children, finding the Sabbath evening 
the only time, being liberated from their labour, for their paſtime 
and idleneſs, generally pervert that ſeaſon for purpoſes the moſt de- 
ſtructive to their morals: And ſeeing how kindly and generally the 
ſame plan is adopted in England, I am beyond expreſſion aſtoniſhed 
at the deſigns of the church of Scotland to aboliſh them, even by 
force of law. If ſhe ſays ſhe only wants to have them under her 
juriſdiction, why ſhould ſhe expect ſuch an excluſive monopoly, more 


than the church of England? If ignorant and bad men conduct them 


at preſent, is ſhe not at liberty to ſet up better whenever ſhe plea- 
ſes? And of this I am perſuaded, that if theſe ſchools were not dili- 
gently promoted by ſome public inſtitution, they. would, buth 
through England and Scotland, be brought into ſhameful and ge- 
neral neglect. 


1 I here refer to the Weſleyan Methodiſts, a large vos of iti- 
nerant lay- preachers, ſo called, though unpopular in Scotland, yet 
widely extended in England; and though I mean not to vindicate 
either the deficiencies of their learning, or all their religious ſenti- 
ments, yet on all hands it is acknowledged, that very great and ge- 
neral good has been done by them. Yet we do not hear a ſingle 
whiſper that they, or any others, ſhould be perſecuted for ſome ſup- 
poſed premature excreſcences of zeal, as will appear among all re- 
ligious perſons, through the weaknels of the human mind, not- 


withſtanding the lincerity of the heart. 
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we hear that among our Southren brethren, decretals 
are iſſued forth, crying down a ſet of plain innocent 
men by public order throughout all their churches, 
as weak and ignorant enthuſiaſts, even as traitors and 
rebels, without a fingle proof produced? Are theſe the 
pure and holy attempts of the meek and humble fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jeſus ? or ſhall theſe be called the 
friends of candour and liberality, who, when ſtripped 


of every outward evidence, dare to judge the heart 


itſelf? or ſhall ſuch be eſteemed the advocates of hu- 
manity, and lovers of their king and country, whocan 
preſume on advice ſo dangerous to the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the nation? And yet how inconſiſtent are 
theſe men! While they even flatter themſelves as being 
the children of perſecuted parents, giving their forefa- 


thers the honourable title of © confeſſors and martyrs,” 


they now threaten, as far as ſtarvation and baniſh- 
ment may terminate in death, to whet the glitter- 
ing ſword, to make confeſſors and martyrs in re- 
turn *. And if any thing is to be underſtood by 
their own words, even ſeveral © worthy and well- 
meaning people” are to fall under the vengeance 
of the law. Thus they bear witneſs againſt them- 
ſelves, that the righteous are to be perſecuted by 


them; and if inſtructing the ignorant, detached from 


every ſiniſter or vile deſign, be a righteous act, the 
are to be perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake. | 


* Before it pleaſed God to turn the fate of war againſt the French 


nation, it was ſuppoſed, that theſe wretched plunderers of mankind 
might have driven the poor perſecuted old Pope to have fought an 
alylum in Great Britain, and that Holy-rood-houſe might have 
been appointed for him, as the place of his reſidence. If this event 
had taken place, how it would have charmed his Holineſs to have 
viſited the General Aſſembly, that he might have had the ſatisfac- 
tion to have diſcovered, in this liberal, rational, and enlightened 


age, how nearly the church of Scotland is concordant with the an- 
cient mother church of Rome, in whoſe faith our anceſtors were 


all baptized and bred up in the delightful doctrine of perſecution ! 
As to their boaſt about confeſſors and martyrs, ſee Luke xi. 47, 45. 
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Is the civil ſword then fo weak as not to have with- 
in itſelf ſuſficient power to correct the ſeditious, and 
to prevent undue behaviour, without infringing on 
the laws of toleration ? or can we ſuppoſe, that the 
mild ſpirit at all times manifeſted in the preſent day 
towards the conſciences and conduct of every diſſen- 
tient denomination, ſhall give way to the bitter inflam- 
matory ad vice of a Scottiſh high- prieſthood? Is it pro- 
bable, that they ever will be able ſo to prevail with the 
magiſtracy of the land, as that leſs merey ſhall be 
ſhewn to us than even a common thief, when accu- 


| Ted, has a right to demand. As we are informed, may 


be a ſufficient proof of guilt with them ; but with us 
it will reſt in return, as we have before challenged 
them to produce their printed paper againſt us, ſo 
now alſo to produce the former. Let us ſee him face 
to face. We dare our adverſaries to bring him forward. 
The requiſition is reaſonable and juſt. We are willing 
to meet him, or a thouſand of them, at any hour, or 
before any magiſtrate, the law has appointed to 
protect us, in our peaceable and loyal deportment 


before the public. 


In a few days from hence, you may expect ano- 


Yours ſincerely, 
RowLanD HILL. 


P. S. I cannot but remark the curious way theſe 
men have of quoting ſcripture; they ſuppoſe theſe 
catechiſts mean to claim a /ordly dominion over the 
peoples faith. If they could turn the tables upon 
the General Aſſembly, and were about to perſecute 
them in return, ſomewhat of /ordly dominion would 
be conſpicuous enough. They have alſo found out, 
that © a ſpirit of ambition and vanity” actuates theſe 
people. Vaſt ſcope, truly, for ambition and vanity 
in the ſtyle in which they go forth! but the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly are a wiſe people, and they can ſee in- 
to a heart, as eaſily as they can look through a glaſs- 
window, 
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LETTER NM 


My dear Friends, Huntliy, July 3. 1799. 


S the General Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland, have given us ſo fully to under. 
Rand their own good opinion of themſelves, and have 
concluded that others have no ſhadow of com- 
plaint, and that all complainants are their enemies, 
and conſequently that they who act otherwiſe than ſhe 
allows, ought to be perſecuted for their delinqueney ; 
it is rendered neceſſary, upon the principles of ſelf- 
defence, to throw, what otherwiſe might appear as 


an ill- natured retorted weapon; and after the has 


ſaid ſo much againſt us, ſhe ſhould exerciſe her pa- 
tience for a while to hear what we NOW conceive 
reſpecting her. There was, however, a time when 
the Scottiſh church ſhone with a peculiar luſtre, and 
her beauties were all her own; ſhe was an excellent 
nurſe to thouſands in her better days; the grace and 
glory of God was over mw and the © ſhout of a king 
was in the midſt of her.” Such as love her ſhould 
lament how much ſhe is fallen from her primeval 
beauty. Let none vauntingly triumph over her, 
but pray for her recovery. She was once warm for 
God; would that we could ſay no farther than that 
ſhe is now neither cold nor hot. She manifeſts the 
mark of the worſt of churches, and a ſtate complete- 
ly corrupted. She now draws her ſword, and de- 
clares avowedly, ſhe will perſecute. 

Some time, however, may {till be allowed, to con- 
ſider the juſtice of her fears, as the children now 
educating, as has been already mentioned in a for- 
mer letter, will ſcarcely be permitted to take the 
field, at leaſt till twelve years from hence. We are 
at liberty, however, in the room of all her own ima- 
ginary dangers, to point out thoſe we conceive to 
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be ak as diſcovered in her own defects, and if ma- 


ny are driven to a diſtance from her, I believe they 
retire with regret, and wait for the better day, when 
ſhe ſhall be reſtored to her primitive limplicity, and 
blefled with that returning day of grace, in which 


it ſhall be {aid among many thouſands of the Scottiſh 


Iſrael, This and that man was born therein. But can 
ſhe yet ſay, ſhe now is what ſhe once was. Doubt- 
leſs her excellent Catechiſms and Confeſſion of Faith 
{till abide as the ſtandard truths her miniſters are 
engaged to defend; but, by a too general departure 
from them, how little of the pure genuine doctrines 
of the goſpel are known, at leaſt in their influence and 
ower, throughout this once highly-tavoured land! 
he fact is not leſs notorious, than the ſubterfuges 
are ridiculous, whereby many attempt to evade the 
charge. 

We believe, notwithſtandin g, that there are many 
holy and good men connected with her, though for 
the preſent ſwallowed up in the vortex of the unani- 
mous voice which is gone forth againſt us. We ſpeak, 
therefore, only in the general. Is the pure and ho- 
ly nature of God and his law, duly enforced? As 
a wretched ſubſtitute for this, have we not a poor 
thin ſyſtem of bare-weight morality ? ? Is not ſin 
thereby made to ſit eaſy on the conſcience, and the 
great doctrine of inward holineſs neglected ? | 

Is the fall of man now enforced as formerly? The 
wound 1s ſlightly probed, and the. daughters of Zion 


are ſlightly healed. 


Is now the total inability of man, the doctrine in 


general heard from the pulpits of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church? Arminianiſm, once, and indeed till of late, 
the abhorred doctrine of Scotland, is now the too ge- 


neral ſubject, leading thedeluded multitude to a con- 


fidence in themſelves, and to a negle& of a divine 
affiance in the great ſalvation. 
Js juſtification by faith alone in the blood and 
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righteouſneſs of Chriſt, now brought forward as the 
only hope for the dependence of a ruined ſinner? 
Salvation, by a partial obedience ta a broken law, di- 
rectly or indirectly, is made the general hope of the 
miſguided multitude, at times covered with ſome ap- 
parent goſpel expreſſions, which, notwithſtanding, 
convey no goſpel knowledge to the mind. 

Are the almighty, the invincible operations of the 
Holy Spirit upon the ſouls of men purely and de- 
cidedly held forth, without the vile mixtures of hu- 
man reaſon, natural conſcience, and other wretched 
fubſtitutes of man's inventing, ſuppoſing that a 
ſtrange and inconſiſtent co-operation can take place 
between God and man in his completely fallen ſtate ? 
Is the Godhead of Chriſt, and the doctrine of the 
Trinity, ſolemnly abided by? Many, evenin theſe moſt 
eflential points, are known to be defective, and theſe 
defects are connived at by the governors of the 
Church. - 

Is the doctrine of our eternal election in Chriſt, and 
the infallible perſeverance of the ſaints, indepen- 
dent of any works, foreſeen or foreknown in the 
creature, the doctrine held forth in the generality of 
their pulpits, though ſo avowedly the doctrine the 
Church of Scotland binds her miniſters to fupport ? 

Are not, therefore, the ears of all ready to bear 
witneſs with us, that this departure from the truths 
of the goſpel is very awfully, and generally to be 
lamented ? 

Is not her diſcipline ſtill more corrupted than her 
doctrine ? Is not the accuſtomed work of miniſterial - 
viſiting ſhamefully neglected? Are not families by 
thouſands living without family-prayer? Are not 
her communicants admitted to the Lord's table with- 
out any, or ſcarce any examination? Do we not ſee, 
therefore, thoſe whoſe lives are looſe and ungodly, 
permitted to attend? and does rhe diſpenſing of 
tokens anſwer any other end, but as it may witneſs 
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againſt thoſe who ſlovenly give them away to any 
who may aſk for admiſſion? 

Are not the elders of the church oftentimes, like 
others, completely men of the world ? Is there, in 
general, any thought or conſideration, whether they 
are men of prayer, or in any wile fit to aſſiſt the mi- 
niſter in examining and admitting to the Lord's ta- 
ble? 

As the church of Scotland alſo has given her free 
remarks reſpecting her fears, leſt we ſnould intrude 
upon the church, men unſound in their faith, and 
incorrect in their morals; in return, we aſk, Has ſhe 
no miniſters, notoriouſly men of the world, and who 
differ not from the characters of thoſe who are alto- 
gether ſecular? Is it to be conſidered as a matter of 
ſurpriſe, that when the life is ſo little correſpondent 
with that deadneſs to the world, that devotedneſs to 
God, which ſhould ſo eminently characteriſe the mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, that the pure and holy doctrines of 
the goſpel are neglected by them, and a ſyſtem in- 
troduced, made compatible with the vices of the 
human heart? And, laſtly, Is there any probability 
that any reform will take place in the diſorderly 
conduct of multitudes, who attend even upon the 
moſt ſolemn' occaſions of the adminiſtration of the 

Lord's ſupper? 

Is it, therefore, a matter of ſurpriſe that bende of 
ſeceſſion, of various deſcriptions, have been erected 
almoſt in every town, and alſo in many villages 
throughout Scotland at large? or ſhall it be uncha- 
ritably ſuppoſed, that mere caprice drove them to 
that diſtance they ſo rigidly maintain? It might 
have been expected, that the General Aſſembly 
would have adopted ſome leſſons of diſcretion by 
theſe events. Is it not acknowledged, that coercive 
meaſures in religion, never anſwer the end deſign- 
ed? In their own nature they are odious, irrational, 
and unjuſt ; and the reſult is natural, that thouſands 
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will again aſſuredly be driven from the church, di- 
realy as ſhe aſſumes a government ſo cruel and ſe- 
vere. Have our priſons, for above a century, been 
filled with ſuch delinquents as they now threaten to 
incarcerate ? or will it ſound to the credit of the 
nation, that people are fent into baniſhment from 
Scotland, merely for keeping Sunday ſchools of in- 
{ſtruction ? And what will the public ſay, if, after 
all their charges of ſedition, it ſhould only appear 
to be a mean artifice of an intereſted prieſthood, 
that they might avail themſelves of the civil ſword, 
to cover the dark deſigns of a malignant and avow- 
ed perſecution ? 

Would it not therefore be much wiſer, and more 
conſiſtent with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, to remove 
theſe cauſes of complaint, by a reformation among 
themſelves, rather than by the perſecution of others ? 
Let the experiment at leaſt be tried, and we will an- 
ſwer for its ſucceſs. Should every pariſh miniſter, 


by his ſound and zealous preaching, and by his holy 


familiar attention to the youth, render ſuch viſitors 
impertinent intruders, in a ſhort time the cauſe of 
his complaints would ceaſe to exiſt. His ſituation 
gives him every advantage he could wiſh for him- 
ſelf; and we are thoroughly ſatisfied, if he does not 


voluntarily retain theſe catechiſts as co-adjutors, he 


will not long have to deal with them as oppoſers. 
I am, my dear brethren, 
' Yours affectionately. 


ROwWLAND HILL. 
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LETTER 


My dear Friends, Glaſgow, July 12. 1799. 


AVING in a former letter traced ſome of the 
real evils which the Church of Scotland has 
to 585 as exiſting within herſelf, I reſume the ſub- 
je 

While the tricks of infidels have been ſo curiouſ- 
ly charged on the avowed friends of revelation, per- 
haps we ſhall find the Church of Scotland herſelf, in- 
advertently at leaſt, a little too forward in the tranſ- 
greflion ſhe ſo wantonly charges on others. I ob- 
lerve inadvertently at leaſt ; for while the ſtate pays 
any ſet of people for the religion they profeſs, there 
can be little doubt, from ſelf-intereſted motives, of 
the loyalty of ſuch, while they continue to receive 
the pay, whether the religion itſelf be true or 
falſe; and indeed all religions which are the mere 
invention of prieſt- craft and deſign, may eaſily be 
adopted, as caprice or intereſt may direct *. But 

Chriſtianity is the garment which the real Chriſtian 

alone can wear; and ſuch a garment, when worn 

by the ſelf-interefted profeſſor, furniſhes the by- 
ſtander with many a remark bow ill it ſuits him. Nor 
will any encomiums paſſed upon themſelves reſpect- 
ing their religion, their church, or their miniſters, 
prevent others from making their free remarks, when 
ſufficient evidence is given to ſuſpect the truth and 
ſincerity of ſuch a profeſſion, while the charac- 
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* I by no means deſign this as a general charge. A variety of 
good men, both of the Engliſh and Scottiſh eftabliſhments, who re- 
ceive the reward provided by the ſtate, moſt uprightly and con- 
ſcientiouſſy diſcharge the duties of their office. Nor mean I to 
blame the ſtate, which provides them with the reward; but all 
things are liable to abuſe. 
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ters of thoſe whole religion is not only their qwn 
choice, but frequently againſt their intereſt alſo, will, 
generally ſpeaking, notwithſtanding the opprobri- 
um they may ſuſtain ſrom the intereſted calumny of 
others, prove itſelf to be the religion of ſincerity and 
truth. | 1 

The General Aſſembly, therefore, only ſkimmed 
the /urface of the argument, when they brought for- 
ward the inſidelity of France, as having done ſo 
much miſchief to the ſtate; tliough, had they gone 


a little deeper, and inveſtigated the grounds of that 


infidelity, as originating in the evil lives and lax di- 
vinity of their clergy, it might have brought -the 
application too nearly home to themſelves, and 


to the motly groups contained in other eſtabliſh- 


ments at large. When the grand eſſential doctrines 
of the goſpel are, to ſay the beſt of it, only kept in 
the back ground, and a looſe ſyſtem of thin morali- 
ty is produced as its ſubſtitute, it is eaſy to ſuppoſe, 
when the main deſign of Chriſtianity is thus Kept 
out of ſight, as a diſpenſation of mercy to a ruined 
world, the volume of revelation is only felt as a uſe- 
leſs fetter to the mind. Thus, thouſands being ſedu- 
ced by the maſked infidelity of the day, find it an eaſy 
tranſition to commence avowed infidels altogether. 

Nor is this mere ſuppoſition ; though the truth, I 
think, has been ill ſtated, ſo far as all the blame has 
been laid upon Papal ſuperſtition, however bad in 
itſelf, as having alone generated the infidelity of the 
day. The preſent cauſe, I believe, was principally 
from another ſource ; it was the falſe philoſophy of 
the proteſtants, not only in, but out of France; the 


Chriſtleſs harangues of their miniſters, of their mo-. 


derates of the age, which did the buſineſs. Theſe 


were the ſentiments, which, when matured, produ- 


ced the infidel. It was from theſe aroſe the ſcep- 


ticiſm of a Ruſſeau, &c. Nor are the like effects 


the leſs apparent in our own land. Can any thing 
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bear a nearer reſemblance to the life of a decent 
infidel, than the conduct of thoſe who have nothing 


but the eaſy, faſhionable, polite religion now in 


vogue? or have they among them a {ſingle fea- 


ture belonging to the genuine character of the 
Chriſtian ? Can it be ſuppoſed, that they believe a 


book, which tells them not to love the world, nor the 
things that.are in the world ; which bids them to mor- 
tify their members which are upon the earth ; which 
demands /el/-denial on every occation; a taking up 
of the croſs, and a ſpiritual crucifixion from day to day : 
which charges the lovers of the world, as being at en- 
mity with God ; yea, as ſpiritual adulterers and adul- 
tere ſees in his ſight; which therefore directs them 20 
come out from among them, and to be ſeparated, and 


which even forbids them o touch the unclean thing 2 


How, I fay, do the generality of profeflor*Helieve 
this holy, practical religion, or do they even pretend 
to believe it? Among tome is it not to be ſoftened 
down, as being only different ſtrong Eaſtern meta- 
phorical expreſſions, that are now to mean nothing, 
or at leaſt next to nothing ; or, as among others, that 
all is to be canfined to primitive times? And if the 
holy practice which originally exiſted is, in theſe free 
and eaſy days of Chriſtianity, no longer neceflary, 
what ſignify the principles themſelves, on which ſuch 


a truly ſpiritual and exalted practice can maintain 


its ground ? Now, the fact is, that thouſands of theſe 


polite Chriſtians are turning deiſts daily. And it is 


notorious from whence, and from whom their con- 
verts are made; they are ſure to get them from their 
near neighbours. The journey is ſhort, the tranfi- 
tion is eaſy ; it is much more rational to ſm without 
a Bible, than to fin and beheve it. 

Cool reflection is far from thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to ſelf. poſſeſſion, through the phrenzy of anger or of 
pride; and it is the unhappy fate of ſuch to be ſtrong- 
ly agitated by a variety of imaginary fears. However 
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1 ſuppoſe both ſides of the queſtion would charge 
the ſame mental diſeaſe on each other, yet the 


Church of Scotland may aſſure herſelf, that our migb- 


ty catechiſts will ſtill be directed never to commence 
the moſt diſtant ſiege againſt her, leſt the deſtruc- 
tion of her religion ſhould alſo be the deſtruction of 
her loyalty; and then, ſhould ſhe turn againſt the 
ſtate, and prevail, as ſhe now means to ſet herſelf a- 
| gainfl us, Roberſpierean vengeance e be ex- 
pected through the land *. 
Meanly to aſk the Church of Scotland to believe 
us, after the proud inſults ſhe has beſtowed upon 


us, were beneath the injured innocence of an in- 


ſulted beggar ; but we requeſt the public to give us 
credit, that while government is ſecured in the obe- 
fence of ſome, for the reaſons ſtated above, ſhe 1s 
not lefYecured in the obedience of others, who, 
though not paid for their loyalty, find it their privi- 


lege to continue in ſubjection to the powers that 


be, for conſcience ſake before God. 

| And if the General Aſſembly mean to prove the 
reverſe, and to redeem their own characters from the 
charge of WILFUL AND DELIBERATE SLANDER, they mult 
remember, that it is not every vague, lying report, 
ſo plentifully diſtributed to gul! the multitude, which 
will be admitted as evidence. *© As we are inform- 


ed,” is argument with them; but the laity are mer- 


ciful : and ſomewhat like proof, will be expected 
from them, farther than what has paſſed at their re- 
verend bar, that we are the MONSTERS repreſented by 
them. 

A full confirmation of this I meet with wherever 
Igo; for ſince I have been on my tour , it has been 


*The reader is requeſted to take the above remarks as be- 
Jonging to the Church of Scotland in her preſent ſlate, not as an 
eftabliſhed church, or in the place ſhe originally ſtood. 

+ From Edinburgh, round by Stirling, Perth, Dundee, Aher- 
deen, Inverneſs, and through the Highlands to Glaſgow. 
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in my power to make diligent enquiry, and I be- 
lieve with conſiderable accuracy, what have been the 
effects of this ſpiritual proclamation ; and I not only 
find, © as we are informed,” is the juſtly indignant 
ſneer in every perſon's: mouth; but further, as that 
body of church governors have been ſinking year 
by year, ſo they now ſeem to have accompliſhed the 
buſineſs, in their furious zeal againſt theſe Sunday 
ſchools. They have moreover enlarged our congre- 
gations almoſt univerſally, and promoted a ſpirit of 
inveſtigation and enquiry, unknown before; having 


accompliſhed the very end we moſt fervently de- 


fired x. The purity of our deligns, and the utili- 
ty of the ſchools, begin now to be thoroughly un- 
derſtood, not only as the children thereby receive 
much preſent good, but alſo gain the habit of a ſort 
of religious acquaintance with each other, which 


muſt naturally tend much to their advantage while 


they continue to grow up inta life. 

We are ſorry to obſerve the jealouſy of ſome of 
the Seceders on this occaſion, They ſhould re- 
member the cauſe is theirs, as well as ours. Should a 
perſecution ſeriouſly commence, the law cannot be 
partial ; the rod prepared for us will equally prove a 
ſcourge for them. We muſt ſuffer all as one, direct- 
ly as the eſtabliſhed church procures the monopoly 
of the education of children, excluſively for herſelf. 
Would it not be well, if mutual jealouſies among 
different parties might now ſubſide ? Inſtead of each 
encircling themſelves within the narrow limits of 
imaginary diſtricts, and confining their labours to 
their own party alone; would not the credit of Chri- 


* I have alſo ſeriouſly been informed, and from very good au- 
thority, that theſe men have ſo far committed themſelves, tbat their 


Moderator is open to an action at law from the Secretary of the So- 


ciety, for figning a libel. Though I with them to be more mode- 
rate than theſe moderates mean to be to them; yet this is a good 


opportunity to provoke them to prove their charge. 
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Rianity be highly advanced by all joining heart and 


hand, in contending earneſtly for the grand eſſen- 


tial truths of the goſpel, as once delivered to the 


ſaints? 

With my warmeſt wiſhes, that you may be wiſely 
directed and graciouſly protected in every effort to 
promote the glory of God in the ſalvation of 
mankind, 


[ remain yours ſincerely, 


RowLanD HILL. 
TETTER Ye 


My dear Brethren, Edinburgh, July 15. 1799. 
CaNNor cloſe my correſpondence with you on 


this ſubject, without a few remarks on the una. 


nimity with which the vote of the General Aſſem- 
bly was carried againſt us. It is recorded of our 
Lord's own diſciples, that at the time of his danger, 
they all forſook him and fled ; and Peter, the moſt 
forward of them, was the deepeſt in the tranſgreſ- 
ſion. For this, however, he went out and wept bit- 
terly. We muſt leave our brethren, whom we yet 
love and honour, as preachers of the ſame precious 
goſpel, to the reflections of their own conſcien- 
ces, in thus completely giving us over into the 
hands of our moſt malignant and avowed oppo- 
ſers. We will pray for them notwithſtanding, and 
with them ſucceſs in the name of the Lord; and 
while the General Aſſembly has completely eſta- 
bliſhed the bar of ſeparation, by denying goſpel 
miniſters the uſe of their own pulpits, even to mi- 
nifters of their own denomination, if not educat. 
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ed among themſelves, they cannot prevent us 
from wiſhing them much ſucceſs in the contract- 
ed ſphere of uſefulneſs ſtill allowed them. We truſt, 

however, they cannot be diſpleaſed with us, if we 
chuſe for ourſelves, a more enlarged circle of action 
than they are permitted to enjoy. The ſcriptures of 
God demand it. We are to preach the goſpel to e- 
very creature, God promiſing to be with us always, 
even to the end of the world; and the laws of our 
country allow the liberty we humbly claim. Theſe 
good miniſters themſelves know the deplorable ſtate 
of many pariſhes around them, and how much aſ- 
ſiſtance is needed for them, while it is entirely 
out of their power, from the laws of their church, to 
give them that aid they ſo deeply require. We 
have not even to aſk them, if we have been wrong- 
fully accuſed. They know, that neither againſt eſta- 
bliſhments, nor againſt the ftate, have we the leaſt 
deſign. We pray for the increaſe of their numbers, 
and grieve for the oppreſſive conduct of their Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, under whoſe power they ſo deeply 
groan, and for which cauſe alone ſome have been 
conſtrained to leave the eſtabliſnment with regret, 

caſting no cenſure on thoſe who ſtill continue with 
her, and requeſting only to be underſtood for them- 
ſelves as acting according to the ſolemn direction of 
their conſciences before God. How far they them- 
ſelves will feel the effects of this criminal filence, a 
future day alone can determine. 

The General Aſſembly are now at full liberty to 
publiſh the moſt wanton invectives, and make even 
theſe good men the vehicle of theſe their moſt noto- 
rious ſlanders, while they can continue to create new 
laws, the moſt oppreſſive and ſevere, without the leaſt 
controul. And it is molt probable, the vengeance of 
their future deſigns will be felt on thoſe, whoſe unjuſ- 
tifiable ſilence has given a ſtrength and confidence to 
that body, the rod of whole power is already tuiliciently 
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ſevere; and they muſt be ſatisfied that the preſent 
ichemes of the General Aſſembly are as much de- 
{:gned againſt them, as againſt us. What will theſe 
good men have to ſay i in vindication of themſelves, 
when, according to the information this day receiv- 
ed from Aberdeen, the perſecution is now actual- 
Ty commenced ; one of the catechiſts having been 
committed to jail, for peaceably inſtructing the peo- 
ple in the pariſh of Alford ? | 

How far theſe furious proceedings are to be con- 
tinued, alone can be determined on a future day. 
It were well, however, if thoſe miniſters who were 
allured of the inocence of theſe ſufferers, and who 
forgot to vindicate them in public, would remember 


them, when in priſon. Our Lord directs them ro 


this compaſſionate ſtep: Twas m priſon, and ye viſited 


me. Nor will it avail to bring forward any inſtances 


of weakneſs or indiſcretion which may have appeared 
among theſe honeſt well-meaning men. Where there 
is much integrity and ſincerity before God, a degree 
of imprudence may ſtill exiſt. If any of theſe in any 
meaſure oftend againſt the civil laws of ſociety by a 


conduct impertinent or tumultuous, let the civil ma- 


giſtrate correct them. But if a plain well-intention- 
ed man goes into any town or village, and peacea- 
bly aſks the poor people if they will allow him on 
a Sunday eve to inſtruc their children in the Aſ- 
ſembly's catechiſm, and preſumes, if he pleaſes, to 
converſe with others thereon, who voluntarily com- 
mit their children to his care, where is his crime 
againſt the ſtate? and why ſhould the ſword of per- 
ſecution be drawn againſt him? 

Matters muſt, however, ſoon be brought to an iſ- 
ſue. We dare not betray our own conſciences with 
the ſame eaſe as we have been betrayed by the filence 
of our brethren; and a few months will determine if 
a religious perſecution is again to commence in the 
mild and merciful days of a Britiſh Sovereign, whoſe 
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firſt promiſe from the throne was to maintain tale. 
ration inviolate. 
We lament alſo, that our brethren who preach 


the goſpel in the eſtabliſhed church had not been 


more aware of the bad effects of their ſilence, as it 
has operated too much againſt their own characters 


among the religious public at large, We wiſh them 


to ſtand high in the eſteem of the people, that their 
uſefulneſs may be the more extended. 

Having thus freely delivered myſelf before the 
public in vindication of my own aſperſed character. 
and that of others, I have only to remark, that 1 
{hould have been happy, if the cauſe would have ad- 


mitted a ſofter ſtyle. But it has ever appeared to 


me, that language ſtrong and pointed alone, would 
bring matters to an iſſue. A ſtyle cold and tame 
would have ſounded like a tacit acknowledgment 
of guilt. That great and good man, Dr Wither- 


| ſpoon, in his Eccleſiaſtical Characteriſtics, judged a 


ſtill ſeverer ſtyle of irony as abſolutely neceſlary, 
years ago, when the Church of Scotland had not 
taken ſuch rapid ftrides of declenſion as in the pre- 


ſent day. 
I now commit theſe letters, the haſty orodudtinn 


ol the few vacant hours redeemed for this purpoſe, 


during my itinerant labours, to the candour of the 
public, adding my ſolemn prayers to Him, who is 
the defender of bis perſecuted church and people, 
that we may be kept near to himſelf, dependent up- 
on his almighty power, ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord; for as much 


as it is faithfully promiſed, our labous ſhall not be 


in vain in the Lord. 
TI remain, yours, 
| Unalterably and affectionately, 
| RowLAND HILL. 
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